
Grade-Level Systems
Reading in Action helps develop essential reading skills while reinforcing the grammar and 
writing concepts taught in grades 1–8 of Voyages in English. Direct integration with Voyages 
in English allows teachers to leverage the grammar and writing skills that are currently being 
taught, while readers for each grade level feature various engaging and high-interest topics 
across numerous genres.

GRADE 2

TITLE LESSON CONCEPT/GENRE

Walt the Weatherman Sentences

Holidays Through the Year Nouns

The Puffling Rescue Verbs

Peculiar Plants Pronouns and Adjectives

A Week Without Cars Contractions

Orbit and Spin Word Study

Antonio Rides the Rails Personal Narratives

Letters Home Friendly Letters

Cars: Start to Finish How-to Articles

Jill and the Beanstalk Descriptions

Dinosaur Reports Research Reports

GRADE 1

TITLE LESSON CONCEPT/GENRE

Water for You Sentences

Colonial Williamsburg Nouns

School Then and Now Verbs

Science Fair Pronouns and Adjectives

Let's Go Shopping Contractions

The Coral Reef Word Study

Great Grandma and I Personal Narratives

Good Neighbors Friendly Letters

Washing the Dog How-to Articles

Beaks Descriptions

Animal Reports Research Reports

Written by Katacha Díaz

Illustrated by Arvis Stewart

Nonfiction

Fiction

Brenda Parkes

Written by Liz Ray

Nonfiction

Fiction

   

Peter Sloan & Sheryl Sloan

Animal 
 Reports
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GRADE 4

TITLE LESSON CONCEPT/GENRE

The Body in Motion Sentences

Eye on the Universe Nouns

What a Job! Pronouns

America's Coasts Adjectives

Wind Power Verbs

Clocks from Time to Time Adverbs and Conjunctions

Mars Punctuation and Capitalization

A Rainforest Adventure Personal Narratives

Parks for People Formal Letters

Our History with Horses Descriptions

Our Water Supply How-to Articles

For a Good Cause Persuasive Writing

Mud Builders Expository Writing

Temporary Homes Research Reports

Health Technology Consumer Reviews

GRADE 3

TITLE LESSON CONCEPT/GENRE

No Room Sentences

World of Water Nouns

Benjy's Toy Room Pronouns

Mattie on the Trail Verbs

Skeletons Adjectives

Venomous Snakes Adverbs and Conjunctions

America the Beautiful Punctuation and Capitalizaiton

Johnny Appleseed Personal Narratives

Keeping Time How-to Articles

Life on a Rocky Shore Descriptions

Dear Annie Personal Letters

Spending Choices Persuasive Writing

The Fledgling Creative Writing: Realistic Fiction

Sound Inventions Research Reports

Blizzards Expository Writing

Lights On, Mr. Edison Biographical Writing

Blizzards

Lisa Benjamin
Written by Lisa Shulman

Illustrated by Josée Masse

D Ae enniar Nonfiction

Fiction

Christine and Anton Economos

A Rain Forest  
Adventure
A Rain Forest  
Adventure

Written by Barbara Davis

Health 
Technology

Nonfiction

Fiction

High-Interest Readers
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GRADE 5

TITLE LESSON CONCEPT/GENRE

Ocean Exploration Nouns

They Dared to Dream Pronouns

Blood Adjectives

Amusement Park Science Verbs

Penguins Adverbs

Feet First Prepositions, Conjunctions, and Interjections

Clocks from Time to Time Sentences

Hurricanes Punctuation and Capitalization

Raising Courage Personal Narratives

One Thing Leads to Another How-to Articles

Fantastic Plastics! Business Letters

How Animals Communicate Descriptions

On Assignment: Queen Anne's Revenge Creative Writing: Tall Tales

For a Good Cause Persuasive Writing

The Harlem Renaissance Research Reports

Ring of Fire Expository Writing

GRADE 6

TITLE LESSON CONCEPT/GENRE

Scoundrels of the Sea Nouns

Don't Sweat it! Pronouns

Worm World Adjectives

The Gulf Stream Verbs

Discovering the Moons of Jupiter Adverbs

Protists Sentences

Protest!
Conjunctions, Interjections, Punctuation,  
and Capitalization

My New American Life Personal Narratives

Modern Marvels How-to Articles

Enchanted Islands Descriptions

Planet in Distress Persuasive Writing

Outbreak! Expository Writing

Baseball Business Letters

Rulers of India Research Reports

Treating Earth's Trouble Spots Argumentative Writing

Just Super Literary Analysis

Amusement Park

SCIENCE
Dan Greenberg

 Genre
 Subject/Strand

Key Words
Vocabulary

Essay, Nonfiction
Science/Earth Science
currents, winds, temperatures
fascinate, native, complicated, 
moist, recipe

Level

GRL U
Lexile 850L

gulf  \g lf\  n. 1. a part of an ocean or sea reaching into the land;

2. a deep hole in the earth; 3. a wide gap

Reading and Writing Informational Text

Main Text 
Structures
•Cause/Effect
•Description

Text Features
•Primary Sources
•Maps
•Diagrams
•Sidebars
•Fact Boxes

Comprehension 
Focus
•Details/Main Idea

Writing Focus
•Cause/Effect Paragraph

A River in the Sea

Marilyn Locker

FPO
822350

Debra Lucas

One Thing  
Leads to Another

One Thing  
Leads to Another

822300

distress \di stres´\ n. 1. pain or suffering affecting the body or the mind; 
2. a painful situation; 3. a state of danger or desperate need 

Reading and Writing Informational Text

Main Text 
Structures
•Cause/Effect
•Problem/Solution

Text Features
•Graph
•Map
•Diagram
•Chart
• Sidebars

Comprehension 
Focus
•Questioning

Writing Focus
•Cause/Effect Paragraph 

Joy Brewster

 Planet 
in

 Distress

 Genre
 Subject/Strand

Key Words

 Vocabulary

Essay, Nonfiction
Science/Earth Science
global warming, carbon 
dioxide, sea levels
blame, weird, trend, intense, 
adapt

Level

GRL U
Lexile 950L

822300_C_PlanetInDistress.indd   1 3/21/13   11:59 AM

High-Interest Readers
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GRADE 7

TITLE LESSON CONCEPT/GENRE

Extreme Flight Rocket Science Nouns

Missions, Ranches, and Forts Adjectives

Conflict and Controversy Pronouns

Diamonds! Verbs

Unexpected Friends Verbals

Earth Beneath Your Feet Adverbs

From Skyscrapers to Superdomes Prepositions

The Firebrands Sentences

Kill or Cure Conjunctions and Interjections

The Magnificent Medici Punctuation and Capitalization

Best Foot Forward Personal Narratives

Scientists on the Cutting Edge Business Letters

Taking a Bath in Rome How-to Articles

Boars, Barley, and Broth Descriptions

Passage to Another World Creative Writing: Fantasy Fiction

Warriors of Sparta and Athens Expository Writing

Deserted Stone Cities Research Reports

Energy Revolutions Argumentative Writing

A Long Walk Literary Analysis

822302

Energy Revolution
Life Beyond Fossil Fuels

Joan Nichols

Reading and Writing Informational Text

Main Text 
Structures
•Problem/Solution
•Compare/Contrast

Text Features
•Diagrams
•Fact Boxes
•Maps

Comprehension 
Focus
•Details/Main Idea

Writing Focus
•Problem/Solution Paragraph 

 Genre
 Subject/Strand

Key Words

 Vocabulary

Essay, Nonfiction
Science/Earth Science
renewable resources, 
solar power, wind farms
massive, demand, crank, 
alternative, rent

Level

GRL S
Lexile 770L

revolution  \re  və  lü´ shən\ n. 1. the movement of a 
celestial body going around an orbit in space; 2. a sudden, 
radical, or complete change; 3. a change in use or 
preference, especially in technology

822302_C_EnergyRev.indd   1 11/19/18   2:22 PM

ConfliCt and  
Controversy
Creating the Constitution

Daniel Benjamin

controversy  \kän´ trə vər sē\ n. 1. a discussion in which people 
express opposing views; 2. a disagreement over ideas; 3. a quarrel

Reading and Writing Informational Text

Main Text 
Structures
•Problem/Solution
•Compare/Contrast

Text Features
•Primary Sources
•Map
•Sidebar
•Fact Boxes

Comprehension 
Focus
•Questioning

Writing Focus
•Compare/Contrast Paragraph

822334

 Genre
Subject/Strand

Key Words 

Vocabulary

Narrative, Nonfiction
Soc. Studies/US Hist. & Civics
Constitutional Convention, 
delegates
debt, talent, deserve, threaten, 
depressed

Level

GRL T 
Lexile 850L

822334_C_Conflict.indd   1 2/22/12   12:29 PM

High-Interest Readers
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GRADE 8

TITLE LESSON CONCEPT/GENRE

Secrets from the Ice Nouns

Knights and Samurai Adjectives

The Gilded Age Pronouns

Nanotechnology Verbs

Born to Explore Verbals

Constantinople Adverbs

Lighter Than Air Prepositions

Getting Back On Track Sentences

Tattoos, Clothes, and Body Art Conjunctions and Interjections

Law and Order In the Ancient World Punctuation and Capitalization

The Breakaway Personal Narratives

Fireworks How-to Articles

Looking Inside Business Letters 

A City Within A City Descriptions

The Ruins of Mesoamerica Expository Writing

Lasers Taking Light to Extremes Persuasive Writing

Growing Up in the Middle Ages Creative Writing: Plays

The Black Death Research Reports

Searching for Lost Tombs Argumentative Writing

Running Out of Time Literary Analysis

High-Interest Readers

explore \ik splor \  v. 1. investigate or study; 2. travel over new 

territory for adventure or discovery 

Reading and Writing Informational Text

Main Text 
Structures
• Sequence
•Description

Text Features
•Maps
•Primary Sources
• Sidebars
•Time Line
•Diagram

Comprehension 
Focus
•Visualizing

Writing Focus
•Descriptive Paragraph

BORN TO EXPLOREBORN TO EXPLORE  

Sandra Widener

 Genre
 Subject/Strand

Key Words

Vocabulary

Essay, Nonfiction
Social Studies/History
Vikings, Leif Ericson, Muslim 
world
accomplishment, harsh, raid, 
seize, bandit

Level

GRL T
Lexile 860L

822304 822522

 Genre
Subject/Strand

Key Words

Vocabulary

Essay, Nonfiction
Science/Earth Science
glaciers, ice ages, 
formation of glaciers
stench, preserve, scholar, 
invite, lack

Level

GRL U
Lexile 940L

secret \sē′ krət\ n. 1. something kept hidden; 2. something that 
only a few people know; 3. a mystery

Reading and Writing Informational Text

Main Text 
Structures
•Procedural
•Cause/Effect

Text Features
•Maps
• Sidebars
•Diagrams
•Charts
•Time Line

Comprehension 
Focus
•Questioning

Writing Focus
•Procedural Paragraph

from the IceSecrets

Alexandra Hanson-Harding

822522_C_SecretsFromIce.indd   1 5/15/14   3:20 PM
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