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25 years of DYNAMIC GROWTH

Twenty-ﬁ_ve years —a quarter of a century — is only a microscopic bit of the re-
cort_:led history of our world, but it has seen a truly remarkable surge of technical
achievements by our country. 5

Only a few people envisioned 25 years ago what the world might be like today. One
group of the visionaries felt it could contribute radically new ideas to the tech-
nological change, and formed a company to do something positive with the ideas.

Dr. Theodore von Karman‘ and a few associates from the California Institute of -
Technology organized Aerojet Engineering Corporation on March 20, 1942, princi-
pally to produce rocket motors (called JATO) to boost heavily laden World War 11

aircraft oftf short runways and carrier decks.

From that start, their company (now known as Aerojet-General) has diversified
into many technological fields ranging from national defense to nucleonics to
electronics to automation to water purification to satellites. From a handful of
employees in a former fruit juice factory, Aerojet has egrown to meore than 20,000
employees in 14 modern plants. |

Shortly after the firm’s founding, the technical genius of Dr. von Karman’s gToup
was augmented by the financial backing and business acumen of The General Tire
& Rubber Co., providing the necessary combination of ingredients for growth.

Dr. Thefl?gg?l‘ EIU;‘;ESKW man Aerojet is a testimonial to Dr. von Karman and his conviction that advanced tech-
. nology should be applied in many diverse areas. Since his death in 1963. his
- guidance has continued through the large number of his former students and

assoclates now directing the company.
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