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1. Introduction

1. Strong network 

of international 

partners

2. Relevant 

calls for 

proposals

3. High-quality 

research results 

and publications

4. Strong 

proposal writing 

skills

• Four basic ingredients for winning 

EU funded research projects.

• I will talk now about ingredients 

#1 and #2.

• Ingredient #3 is down to you.

• Ingredient #4 will be addressed in 

a later training presentation (but 

see also www.susnano.eu).



4

2. European networks and platforms

• COST Actions

• Leading European Economics Associations and Societies

• European Partnerships

• EC info-day events
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• COST Actions (https://www.cost.eu)

• A COST Action is an interdisciplinary research network that 

brings researchers and innovators together to investigate a topic 

of their choice for 4 years.

• COST Actions are typically made up of researchers from 

academia, SMEs, public institutions and other relevant 

organisations or interested parties.

• Open to all science and technology fields

• COST Actions offer an inclusive, pan-European environment for 

individuals of all levels of seniority to grow their professional 

research networks and boost their careers

5

COST Actions (1 of 3)

https://www.cost.eu/
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COST Actions (2 of 3)

Search the COST 
Action database for 
economics related 

projects ...

Become a member of 
a COST Action ...
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COST Actions (3 of 3)
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• European Economic Association (EEA): EEA is one of Europe's foremost 

professional organizations dedicated to promoting the study of economics and 

fostering collaboration among researchers in the field. It organizes annual 

conferences and publishes research in the Journal of the European Economic 

Association. (Note: Reduced membership fee: 28 euro/year).

• Royal Economic Society (RES): Based in the UK, RES promotes economic 

research and scholarship. It organizes conferences, seminars, and publishes 

leading journals, including The Economic Journal and The Econometrics 

Journal.

• European Association for Research in Industrial Economics (EARIE): 

EARIE focuses on industrial economics and provides a platform for academics 

and practitioners to exchange ideas and collaborate on research. It organizes 

annual conferences and publishes research in industrial economics.

8

Leading European Economics 
Associations and Societies (1 of 3)
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• European Association of Environmental and Resource Economists 

(EAERE): This association focuses on the economics of the environment and 

natural resources. It promotes research, organizes conferences, and publishes 

the Environmental and Resource Economics journal.

• Association for Comparative Economic Studies (ACES): ACES promotes 

the study of economic systems and institutions through comparative analysis, 

particularly in the context of transitional and emerging economies.

• European Public Choice Society (EPCS): EPCS is focused on public choice 

theory and the intersection of economics and political science. It promotes 

research on how political decision-making affects economic outcomes.

• European Society for Population Economics (ESPE): ESPE fosters 

research on population economics, including demographic trends and their 

economic implications. It organizes annual meetings and supports research 

dissemination in the field.
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Leading European Economics 
Associations and Societies (2 of 3)
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• European Finance Association (EFA): EFA promotes the development of 

financial economics in Europe and provides a forum for discussing finance-

related research. It organizes the annual EFA conference, which brings 

together leading researchers in finance.

• International Economic Association (IEA): While global in scope, the IEA 

includes a strong European presence and facilitates cooperation among 

national economic associations worldwide. It organizes world congresses and 

publishes key research in economics.

• European Association of Labour Economists (EALE): EALE promotes 

labour economics research and facilitates interaction among labour 

economists in Europe. It organizes conferences and publishes the Journal of 

Labor Economics.

10

Leading European Economics 
Associations and Societies (3 of 3)
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• Several European Partnerships are funded by the Horizon Europe 

programme (2021-2027).

• These partnerships bring together public and private entities to 

address pressing societal challenges and promote research and 

innovation across various sectors.

• These partnerships help align EU policies and national programmes 

while leveraging investments from both public and private sectors.

11

European Partnerships (1 of 3)
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• Currently no European Partnerships explicitly focused on economics. 

However, economic research is often implicitly involved:

• European Partnership on Artificial Intelligence, Data, and 

Robotics: Supports innovation in AI, data, and robotics to address 

societal challenges and drive economic growth.

• Global Health EDCTP3 Partnership: Focuses on addressing 

infectious diseases, by strengthening research and innovation 

capabilities.

• European Partnership for the Circular Bio-based Europe: 

Promotes the circular economy and bio-based industries, focusing 

on sustainability in the use of natural resources.

12

European Partnerships (2 of 3)
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• Innovative Health Initiative (IHI): Aims to foster collaboration 

between industry, academia, and healthcare stakeholders to 

develop innovative solutions in health technologies.

• European Partnership for Sustainable Smart Mobility: Focuses 

on transforming mobility systems to make them more sustainable, 

digital, and connected.

• European Partnership for Innovative Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SMEs): Supports innovation and collaboration among 

European SMEs, particularly in high-tech sectors.

13

European Partnerships (3 of 3)
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• EC holds info-days 

about different calls 

for proposals.

• Most info-days are 

held online (and 

event videos made 

available).

• However, some still 

take place 

physically in 

Brussels (or other 

European 

locations).

14

EC Info-Days (1 of 1)
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2. Horizon Europe

• Brief overview of Horizon Europe programme.

• How to search for Horizon Europe projects.

• How to find Horizon Europe work programmes.

• EC’s funding and tenders portal.

• Horizon Europe National Contact Points (NCPs)

• Horizon Europe calls to consider in 2025.
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Make sure to download the latest Horizon Europe work programmes for the area 
you are interested in e.g. Widening participation and spreading excellence. 

16

Yellow boxes 
highlight 

programmes with 
funding 

opportunities for 
economics research

Brief Overview of Horizon Europe 
(1 of 1)
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How to search for Horizon Europe 
projects (1 of 5)

CORDIS: Large online 
database of projects 
and results funded 

by the EU
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How to search for Horizon Europe 
projects (2 of 5)
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How to search for Horizon Europe 
projects (3 of 5)
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How to search for Horizon Europe 
projects (4 of 5)
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How to search for Horizon Europe 
projects (5 of 5)

Make an online 
search to find the 

project’s main 
website
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Horizon Europe Dashboard (1 of 1)
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How to find Horizon Europe work 
programmes (1 of 2)
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How to find Horizon Europe work 
programmes (2 of 2)

• Make a keyword search of 

the text in work 

programme to identify 

potential matches with 

your interests.

• Check “Conditions for the 

Call” (call deadline, 

budgets, EU contribution 

per proposal, …).

• Read carefully “Expected 

Outcome”, “Scope”, … 
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EC’s funding and tenders portal (1 of 1)

Check forthcoming 
and open calls under 

Horizon Europe
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Horizon Europe National Contact Points 
(NCPs) (1 of 1)

NCPs for Albania
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Horizon Europe calls to 
consider in 2025 (1 of 4)

• Marie Skłodowska-Curie (MSCA) calls:

• MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships 2025 (Call deadline: 10 Sept 2025)

• List of recently funded MSCA PF projects

• MSCA Staff Exchanges 2025 (Call deadline: 8 Oct 2025)

• List of recently funded MSCA SE projects

• MSCA Doctoral Networks 2025 (Call deadline: 25 Nov 2025)

• List of recently funded MSCA DN projects
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Horizon Europe calls to 
consider in 2025 (2 of 4)

• Widening calls:

• Hop-On Facility (Call deadline: 4 Sept 2025)

• List of HE Pillar 2 and EIC Pathfinder projects open                                 to 

the Hop-On Facility

• European Excellence Initiative (Call deadline: 20 Nov 2025)

• List of recently funded EEI projects

• Support for R&I policy making in the EU enlargement                             

countries (Call deadline: 16 Sept 2025)
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Horizon Europe calls to 
consider in 2025 (3 of 4)

• Pillar 2 / Cluster 5 “Climate, Energy and Mobility” calls:

• HORIZON-CL5-2025-03-D1-02: Advancing Earth System Models to 

increase understanding of Earth system change (Call deadline: 24 Sept 

2025)

• HORIZON-CL5-2025-03-D1-05: Adaptation to Climate Change: 

Effectiveness and Limits (Call deadline: 24 Sept 2025)

• HORIZON-CL5-2025-04-D6-13: Predicting and avoiding road crashes 

based on Artificial Intelligence (AI) and big data (Call deadline: 13 Jan 

2026)
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Horizon Europe calls to 
consider in 2025 (4 of 4)

• Pillar 2 / Cluster 6 “Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, 

Agriculture and Environment” calls:

• HORIZON-CL6-2025-01-BIODIV-06: Assessing and modelling socio-

economic impacts of nature restoration (Call deadline: ??? 2025)

• HORIZON-CL6-2025-01-BIODIV-08: Strengthening pathways to alternative 

socio-economic models for continuous improvement of biodiversity (Call 

deadline: ??? 2025)

• HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-CLIMATE-05: Strengthening the resilience of water 

systems and water sector to climate and global socio-economic change 

impacts (Call deadline: ??? 2026)
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4. Other European Funding Sources

• Erasmus+

• European Regional Development Fund/European 

Cohesion Fund/European Social Fund/CUSTOMS/Pre-

Accession Assistance
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Erasmus+ (1 of 3)

• Key Action 1 (KA1): Learning Mobility of Individuals:

• Mobility projects for higher education students and staff.

• Mobility projects for VET learners and staff.

• Mobility projects for school pupils and staff.

• Mobility projects for adult education learners and staff.

• 2025 Erasmus+ guide (work programme) expected to be published 

in November 2024 with KA1 call deadlines between Feb-March 

2025.

Erasmus+ Guide: Erasmus+ Call Deadlines:
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Erasmus+ (2 of 3)

• Key Action 2 (KA2): Cooperation among Organisations and 

Institutions:

• Partnerships for Cooperation, including Cooperation Partnerships and Small-scale 

Partnerships.

• Partnerships for Excellence, including Centres for Vocational Excellence and Erasmus Mundus 

Action.

• Partnerships for Innovation, including Alliances and Forward-looking projects;

• Capacity Building projects in the fields of higher education, vocational education and training, 

youth and sport.

• 2025 Erasmus+ guide (work programme) expected to be published in November 2024 with KA2 

call deadlines between Feb-March 2025.

Erasmus+ Guide: Erasmus+ Call Deadlines:
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Erasmus+ (3 of 3)

• Jean Monnet Activities:

• Jean Monnet Actions in the field of higher education.

• Jean Monnet Actions in other fields of education and training.

• Jean Monnet policy debate (higher education and other fields of 

education and training).

• 2025 Erasmus+ guide (work programme) expected to be published 

in November 2024 with JMA call deadlines between Feb-March 

2025.

Erasmus+ Guide: Erasmus+ Call Deadlines:
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Other European Funding 
Sources (1 of 1)

• European Parliament’s Guide 

to EU Funding (2023 Edition)

• Comprehensive guide.

• Includes European Regional 

Development Fund, 

European Cohesion Fund, 

European Social Fund, 

CUSTOMS and Pre-

Accession Assistance.

• 181-pages.
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• Important to take a proactive approach to getting European 

research funding.

• Grants seldom drop into your lap.

• Important to develop your own personal networks of 

international researchers.

• Most European projects involve collaboration with consortia of 

international partners.

• Important to become familiar with different European research 

funding programmes.

• Prepare already now for calls in 2025.

36

5. Conclusions



CONTACTS

Connect with us 

www.susnano.eu

@susnanoproject
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Giles Brandon, Managing Director

Intelligentsia Consultants Sàrl, Luxembourg

Email: giles.brandon@intelligentsia-consultants.com
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