Libel/Slander Laws: The law provides criminal penalties for defamation and libel. A law passed in
2019 clarified that individuals convicted of crimes cannot claim slander for discussion of those
crimes. The same law also removes the provision requiring journalists to appear immediately
before a court, or wait in jail until the court opened, in the case they were accused of libel, a
provision that had been abused by politicians to intimidate journalists. On September 14, media
reported that a court awarded 160,000 euros ($192,000) to a Greek correspondent in the United

States, Thanos Dimadis, for being slandered by a former minister. The court cited “personal and

professional damage” against Dimadis, ruling he had been wrongly accused by the minister and
his associates of spying on them during their visit to New York in September 2016. Members of
the ministerial delegation had stated in public that the correspondent had been arrested by
police in New York for his behavior, an allegation the journalist denied and proved to the court

to be slanderous.



